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Qc Tpoedpog tng Bovg twv EMvev a1c0Gvopal YPEOS HOL Vo 6ug amevhive
auti TV emotoM Yo va Bécm vIoym 6og YEYOVOTO. KOL TPOKTIKEG OV O)1L HOVO
napafralovy ta avOphTVE SIKAIOUATO alAd Kot oVVIeTOOY palik, TPOTOPAVT,
amévOpT Kol OLOQAVEPT EKHETARAEDGT TNG avOpdTIVIG SVOTLLING TPOKEHEVOD
va {nmBovy avtodrdypate 5o amé k@0e évvorn molTikhg dwfovisvong M
AMATPOY LATEVOTIG.

And g 27 dePpovapiov 1 xdpa OV déyetar aevidw, polikn kat droykovUEVN
petaxivion TAnuopov HETAVOOTAV TTOU GVYKEVTIPAOVOVTOL GTa avoToOMKG yepoaia
xat Ouhdoowo covopd e H petaxivnon ouTY, OMOG TPOKOATEL O’ OAEG TIG
amodeieig, katevbiverat Kot gvBappvvetar and my Tovpkia, Tov ¥PNOLOTOLEL TOL
GUYKEVIPOUEVE. (GTOHO (G HYOVIGHO  TECNE KOl exProcpod, yeyovog mov
kotokpiOnke kot omé TO EKTOKTO Topfodio AKaroodvig Kot Eocwtepik®v
Yrobéoeov g Evpomaig Evooeng otig 4 Maptiov. Ot ovvbnkee ovTEC
cuvieToOy evepyn, cofapt], eSoipetikn Kol QODUUETPT OTEAY KOTA NG gbvuaig
aopdiews mg xopas. Ta eMnvikd chvopa eivol Kot eEOTEPIKA oVVOPLL NG
Evporaikic ‘Evoong Kot n tpocTacic Toug dceaiilel o CULEEPOVTO OAOV TOV
kpatov-perdv me E.E.

O Hpedumovpyds g EALGSOS K. Kupiaxog Mnrootaxng katiyyethe evBE®S TV
Tovpkia o1, mapafratoviag ANA®oT TG HE TNV Evponaixy ‘Evoon, avti vo
gumodilel TIG MUPAVOLES 0dovg mpog v EAkGda, dmmg npoPAémer 1 Afjiwon mov
ExeL VIOYPayEL, EVOaPPUVEL KOL Bon0d Sekddeg yhadeg TPOGOUYES KO PETAVACTES
va swoéhfouy mapévope. Kot ovtd -6meg TOVIGE- TO OMOSEKVIOLV AOIACEITTO
sroryein: Ot dnpooieg MAOCELS TOV [poédpov Epvroydy ya Gvorypo v CUVOPMV.
Ta Pivieo mov deiyvovy dpedv HETAKIVIOELS yMGdOV avlpOTOV HE TOVPKIKQ
Le@pOopEia Ko cuVOdEin otpato@uAaKTg. Ot popTopies doev éptacav otov Efpo.
To pnvopoto TV SOVAEUTOPWOV OE UETAVATTEG YOt dMbev avoytd cvvopda. To
yEYOVOG OTL LETOVACTESG TTOV emyelpovoay va eilcélfovy oty EMANVIKT] EMKPATELL
gKTOEELOV BAKPLYOVE OV APNOHOTOLEL O TOVPKIKOG GTPATOC.

Ersrta o’ oA ot avTlapPaveTal Kaveig 6TL o npOPANpa TALOV ETAYE VU glvat
TPOCPUYIKO KL HETOVAOTEVTIKO.
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Elvor po aobppetpn oneth] ota avatolkd covopa g EAAGdag, mov eival ko
ovvopa g Evpammc. [Ipoxetton yio katevbuvopevn andnepa napdvoung e16foing
YISV avOpOT®Y TV ToipveL TN Hope1] EMPOVANG TOL EBVIKOV pag £dAPOVG HE
eunpooBopuiaxy cuyva avBpdmovg, mov dev H16TALOLY VA XPTOHLOTOWTOVY
anpokdivnta Pia Y va eioéhBovy oty eAAnvikn emkpdatewn. Eivon pia anonepa
an6é mhevpag Tovpkiag vo YpPNOLOTOMGEL ATEYVOOUEVOVG avBlpOToug Yo va
TpomONGEL TO YEOTOMTIKA TNG OYESIOL KOl Ve GTPEYEL TNV TPOCGOYN ALOD amd TNV
OpIKTY Katdotaon ot Zupic. O dekddeg prhddeg avOpmnol mov mpocmabnoov va
g1oélBovv otnv EAMGSa T1g tehevtaieg pépeg dev mpogpyovrar amd v Ivriium. Zovv
£ ka1 apketd koupd oty Tovpkia kat o1 TeprocdTepot pkovv Kakd Tovprika. H
Tovpkia kéver TpaEn ™y aneidn g kat emyepel vo oteihel dexddeg yhadeg
Kotatpeypévoug avlpomovg mapavopas oty EXAada, (ntdviag avioiiaypato.
‘Exet petatpanet oe emionpo dwkwnt petavactdv. Ildve and oia, ta oo
ovpfaivovy ot EMANVIKG cOvopa amotehovv S1eBvEG mOMTIKG G TpdTOV
HeyEBOVE KAl MG TETOW TPEMEL VOL AVTIHETOMOTOOV. AVIIOPOVHE HE YVOUOVE TNV
TPOGTUGTN TOV GLUVOPOV HOG, GAAG Kol TNV ao@alews oAokAnpng g Evpdrng,
KIVOUEVOL AmOADTME 6T0 Thaioto Tov Siebvoig kat evponaikol dikaiov.

Yo i mapovoeg ouviikeg Exovpe tersing Pyet amd 1o mhaicw g diebvoig
TPOGTUGING TV TPOSPLY®Y, TOL oTNPILETAL OE HEHOVOUEVES KL eEOTOHIKEVIEVEG
QUTAOEIS. TTNV TPOKEEVT TEPITTMOT| TPOKELTOL Y10 CVAAOYIKT KoL OPYOUVOUEVT ATO
Eévo kpatog petaxivnon mnbvopdv. Eivat tpogavég 6T kabe kpatog £xel dikaimpa
KOl DTOYPEMON VO TPOCTATEYEL TNV UKEPUOTNTE TOL Kat 1 xuBépynon Ba 10
mprioel amohbteg fmg 6Tov anokatactadel  cuviOng KOTAoTAoT 0T0 GUVOPX NG
yhpug. T tov Aoyo avtd 1 avaotoil) vroPfoiig QUTHOE®V aCVAOL eival PETPO
amoAdTeg avaykaio Kot bA0Yo kot epeidetal oto S1ebvég dikato ko 6To TPAOTUPYIKO
Sika1o TS aviykmg aAAG Kot 6T SuvaTOTNTA TOV Hog SIVEL TO Evponaikd dikaio va
Aopfévoupe HETPA YioL TV TPOCTUGia TG dMHOGIOG aopaielng, e dnpocag TaEng
Kat TG dnpoocag vyeiag.

Ocot eoépyoviar mapdvopa oe elinvikd £dogpog Ha cvilopPavovrar ko Ba
LETOQEPOVTAL OF KEVIPU KPATNONG Kot EMOTPOPNG. Xnuewdvetal 61t onig 18
dePpovapiov, 10 Evponaikd Awoaotpio Awoiopdtov tov AvBpodnov, He
opdOMYY omOPAcT), ATOSEYTNKE TIG HOLIKES EMAVOTPOMONGEIS HETAVACTOV YMPIG
™V eE0TOLKEDPEVT EEETOOT] TOV QAKELMV TOVG, kafdg elonAbav mapdvouo Kot HE
ypon Piag oty lomavia mov eiye dwtael my ATOHAKPVUVGT) TOVG.

H E)M68a éxer amodeiter mv gvaobnoia g rrogevdviag mavo and 100.000
avBpdmovg, £k TV omoimv ot ool Ppiokovrat 6e VNl Tov Avatolkod Atyaiov.
Trig 3 Maptiov ol EKTPOCOTOL TMV Evponaikdv @sopdv emoképbnkav mmy
noAopkovpev mepoyf.  H k. Ovpoovka Pov Ntep Advev, Tlpoedpog ™G
Evponaikiig Emtponiic, eine petadd @hav: Euyapotd v EAGda ywrt &ywve
awTohg Tovg Kapovg 1 Evpomaiki| pag aomide. Miknos o1a ayyAKd HOvVo Tov )
AEEN aomida v eine 6TO EAATVIKAL Aonida. Lty nepionun Iadda tov Opfpov 1
O EVIVAMG KT TEPTYPUPT deV EMPVAGTTETAL Yot AVBp®TO 7 Yo 76O oaAAG Yo
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e aomida! 140 otiyor Tov Opfpov eivol aPEPOUEVOL GTIV OHOPPLEL TNG QOO
1OV AythAén oV TV NG ElYE YopayHEva T ¥1) Kol ToV ovpavo Kot v Baiacoa
KO TOV AL0 KO TO QEYYEPL Kot oTrypidTuTe Kupiog g eipnvikng Lwng. H onpacia
me aonidag Eykerton akppdg oe avtd. No mpoaomileton v £pfiv Kol v
aoQaAEI, OOTE PECH O £V TETO0 TEPIBAALOV VO BploKOVY TPOCTAGT TO TOAD TN
avBpaOTIvVe SIKOIMPATO.

AmsvBovoparl o oog, ©¢ pEAN Tov Xvpfoviiov g Evpdmng, g ovyypovng
AoTidOC TV avOpOTIVEY SIKIMOUATOV, T GTIYHT| TOV 1) TUTPIde OV AVTIHETOTICEL
[0 aGORPETPT omethr), ohhd kon (hddeg cuvavOpwmol pog epyaienmoovvTaL yio
v emtiyet 1 Tovpkia TOMTIKG 1] OLKOVOUIKG VTOARGY HOTOL.

Eipon BéPorog mog amd dw wkar mépa n EALGSa dev Oa eivar povn mg omy
avTeTOmoT ovtng G PapPapdmrac.

Kovetavrivoc Av. Tacovhac

A.E. Tov ITpoedpo e Kowofovievtikig Luverevoemg
tov Lopfoviiov g Evponng
k. Hendrik Daems
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Courtesy translation

Athens, 5 March, 2020

Honourable President,

As President of the Hellenic Parliament 1 feel it is my duty to address this letter to you,
in order to bring to your attention events and practices that not only constitute human
rights violations, but also a mass, unprecedented, inhumane and blatant exploitation of
human misery, in an effort to ask for a quid pro quo which is out of any content of
political deliberation or negotiation.

As of 27 February my country has been subject to a sudden, mass and growing

migration and refugee flows, who are amassing at the eastern land and sea borders of

Greece. This movement, as clearly demonstrated by all evidence, is being directed and

encouraged by Turkey, which is using those that have gathered as a means to exert
| pressure and extort, a fact which was criticized by the extraordinary Council of Justice
and Home Affairs of the EU, on 4™ March. This situation constitutes an active, grave
and asymmetric threat against my country's national security. The Greek borders are
also the European Union's external borders and as such their protection safeguards the
interests of all EU member states.

The Prime Minister of Greece has flatly denounced Turkey stating that, by violating the
EU-Turkey Statement, Turkey, instead of preventing illegal pathways to Greece, as
foreseen in the Statement that he has signed, encourages and helps tens of thousands of
refugees and migrants to enter illegally. And this — as he stressed — can be proven by
compelling evidence: The public statements by President Erdogan on the opening of
the borders. The videos showing the free transport of thousands of people on Turkish
buses, accompanied by gendarmerie. Testimonies of those who reached Evros. The
messages sent by smugglers to migrants claiming that the borders were open. The fact

| that migrants who were trying to enter Greek territory were throwing tear gas used by
the Turkish army.

All this is enough for anyone to understand this is no longer a refugee and migrant
problem.

This is an asymmetric threat on the eastern borders of Greece, which are the borders of
Europe. This is a direct attempt at an unlawful invasion of thousands of people, turning
into a breach of our national territory, with people at the forefront who, at times, do not
shy away from the blatant use of violence, in order to enter Greek territory. This is an
attempt, on behalf of Turkey, to use people who are desperate in order to promote its
own geopolitical agenda and divert attention away from the appalling situation in Syria.
The tens of thousands of people who tried to enter Greece these past few days are not
from Idlib. They have been living in Turkey for some time now and most of them speak
Turkish fluently. Turkey is delivering on its threat and is trying to illegally send tens of
thousands of desperate people to Greece, asking for a quid pro quo. Turkey has become
an official migrant trafficker. But above all, what is taking place on the Greek borders
constitutes an international political issue of the highest order and it needs to be




addressed as such. We are responding to protect our borders, as well as the security of
Europe as a whole, in full compliance with International and European law.

Under the present circumstances we are no longer in the framework of the international
protection of refugees which is based on individual applications. In this case, one is
faced with a collective and organized population movement, directed by a foreign state.
It is evident that every state has the right and the obligation to protect its sovereignty
and the government will uphold that right to the fullest until normal conditions have
been restored at the country's borders. For this very reason, the suspension of asylum
applications is a measure that is fully necessary and reasonable, and is based on
international law and the primary law of necessity, but also on the means provided by
European law to take measures to protect public safety, public order and public health.

Anyone entering Greek territory unlawfully will be arrested and taken to pre-removal
detention centers. Let it be noted that on 18 February the European Court of Human
Rights, by a unanimous decision, accepted the mass refoulements of migrants without
an examination of their files, taking into account that they entered into Spain illegally
and through the use of violence, while Spain had ordered their removal.

Greece has proven its sensibility by hosting more than 100,000 people, half of whom
are on islands of the Eastern Aegean. On 3 March, representatives of the European
Institutions visited the besieged region. Ursula von der Leyen, President of the
European Commission, said, inter alia: | thank Greece for being our European aonida
[aspida, English: shield]. She spoke in English, but used the word shield in Greek:
Aomnida. In Homer's famous epic poem the /liad, the most impressive description is not
dedicated to a person or a place but, rather, to a shield! 140 Homeric verses are
dedicated to the beauty of Achilles' shield, which was carved with imagery of the Earth
and sky, the sea, the sun, the moon and instances mostly of a peaceful life. And therein
lies the significance of the shield. To defend peace and security, in order to provide an
environment where the invaluable human rights are protected.

I address you, as members of the Council of Europe, the modern-day shield of human
rights, at a time when my country is facing an assymetric threat, but also when
thousands of our fellow humans are being instrumentalized by Turkey to achieve
political or financial gains.

I am convinced that from this day forward Greece will not be alone in addressing this
atrocity.

Please accept the expression of my highest consideration.

Constantine An. Tassoulas

H.E. the President of the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe
Mr. Hendrik Daems




